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BENEFICE MAGAZINE – April 2020 
Edition for the Parishes of Herriard with Winslade, Tunworth, 

Upton Grey and Weston Patrick 
 
Message from the benefice Clergy Team 
As you will be aware the Church of England has, in line with government 
guidance, suspended all Sunday services and mid-week gatherings for the 
foreseeable future.  In a joint letter the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York have shared that: 
‘Being a part of the Church of England is going to look very different in 
the days ahead.  Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance at 
church on Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service we 
offer each day.  This is a defining moment for the Church of England.  Are 
we truly a church for all, or just the church for ourselves?  We urge you 
sisters and brothers to become a different sort of church in these coming 
months: hopeful and rooted in the offering of prayer and praise and 
overflowing in service to the world.’ 
 
Worshipping Together 
We are committed to providing opportunities for people to join together 
in worship either online or through resources that can be emailed or posted 
out. 
On Sunday 22nd March we live-streamed two services: 10.00am Holy 
Communion (a more traditional service) and 11.15am Informal Worship 
(a more contemporary service), and our aim is to stream services every 
Sunday, with each service generally 20-30 minutes in length and including 
hymns or songs, Bible readings, a short reflection, and times of prayer.  
We are also continuing with midweek worship, live streaming an 8:30am 
Morning Prayer every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 15 minutes in 
length, with a Psalm, a Bible reading, and a short time of prayer.  The 
services are on our new Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/north.hampshire.downs.churches, and there is a link 
to it on our website www.moretolife.church. 
Our aim is to leave the live-stream videos on the page through the day in 
case you can’t make the start time.  
If you have no access to online resources, please contact the church office 
on 01256 703791 and we will do our best to get some printed resources 
delivered.  Let us not stop worshipping together, even if it has to look a 
little different for a while. 
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Prayer Requests 
Please be assured that as a clergy team we are praying for all in our 
communities.  If you have a specific prayer request, please email it to 
prayer-requests@moretolife.church.  All the clergy team have access to 
that email address and will be praying for requests daily.  If you like we 
can also include your request in our intercessions during our live-streamed 
services.  If you would like us to do this, please indicate in your email. 
 
Supporting our Communities 
In these challenging times it is important we seek to be Good Samaritans 
to each other.  We are encouraging all those who are safely able to do so 
to offer support to their neighbours.  Even if you are self-isolating, we 
encourage you to commit to pray daily for your neighbours and 
community.  If there is anything, we can do to help you during this time 
please let us know by dropping an email to simon@moretolife.church. 
This could be picking up shopping or medication, a regular phone call or 
another urgent task.  Let us be those who take care of others and share 
God’s love with our neighbours. 
 
Open Churches  
We are committed, as far as is possible, to keeping our church buildings 
open in the coming weeks.  We hope these can be places of sanctuary for 
quiet prayer and reflection.  We would ask that you wash your hands 
before entering the church and after leaving and please ensure that you 
remain at least 2m away from other people in the building.  We will 
continue collections for the Foodbank at a time of increased need.  Let us 
be those who are generous to those who are struggling. 
 
Sharing Good News 
Finally, as churches we are called to be light in the darkness, and we would 
love to encourage you to share good news stories with each other. Whether 
that is a particularly helpful neighbour, a surprise phone call or a beautiful 
picture you have taken in your garden.  You could share these on our 
Facebook page or on other community groups.  Let us be people who 
spread light and hope. 
 
For more information about any of the churches please contact Rev Simon 
Butler on simon@moretolife.church or have a look at our new website 
www.moretolife.church. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
Baptism 
• Theodore Yerbury at Tunworth on February 23rd 

 
 

CHURCH NEWS 
 
Meetings 
Face-to-face church-related meetings – and in particular PCC meetings 
and Annual Parochial Church Meetings – are generally suspended until 
further notice.  More information on the way ahead with these will be 
provided in due course. 
 
The Revd Canon Linda Scard 
We are delighted to announce that Rev Linda Scard has been appointed as 
an Honorary Canon of Winchester Cathedral.  Linda was installed during 
Choral Evensong at the Cathedral on February 23rd.  The photograph 
below shows Linda with the Bishop of Winchester and two other newly 
appointed Canons. 
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KidsZone.  
 
Easter Christingles 
Easter is almost here, and most of us will be looking forward to eating 
eggs (of the chocolate variety!) on Easter day. Not so in Dunstable, just 
North of London, where they will be grabbing their oranges and going to 
nearby Dunstable Hills! There they all stand in a line and roll them down 
a hill… This tradition helps them remember the story of Easter. The 
orange reminds them of the stone that sealed Jesus’ tomb when He was 
buried. When they roll it down the hill, it represents when the stone was 
rolled away on Easter morning, the grave was empty, and Jesus was not 
there. The sadness the disciples had felt on Good Friday, when Jesus had 
died on the cross, had miraculously changed to the joy of Easter Sunday, 
when He had risen from the dead.  
The Dunstable oranges got me thinking… Who remembers Christingles? 
We make them at Christmas each year to remind us of Jesus coming into 
our world as a baby. So, I got to wondering if we could make Easter 
Christingles to remember Him dying and rising back again.  Let’s give it 
a go! 
• Find an orange – this represents the stone which was rolled away on 

Easter morning. 
• Inside the top of the orange, wrapped up in foil at the base, is a white 

candle. It represents the light of Christ, white and pure, come into the 
world (just like at Christmas). 

• Four pieces of garden dowelling are tied together to make two crosses, 
either side of the candle, representing the two thieves. 

• Cocktail sticks, stuck around the top of the orange, represent the crown 
of thorns. 

• Three pieces of wool are plaited together, red for blood, black for death, 
purple for Jesus’ robe. They are fixed around the orange, with a drawing 
pin, representing the nails. 

Helen Chatfield, Youth Pastor (Tel: 07540 140228) 
 

!"#!"#!"#!"#!"!"#!"#"#" 
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Please note that in view of the Government’s advice about the 
Coronavirus, many events may have to be cancelled. Please contact 
the organisers before attending a specific event to ensure it is still 
taking place. 

 
NEWS FROM THE VILLAGES 

 
Local Police Report 
Dear residents 
I start this month with an excellent piece of news. Back in August 2019 a 
local resident saw a lady dumping her rubbish on Lee Farm Lane, Herriard, 
he recorded the registration number and spoke with the lady concerned 
who subsequently drove away. He located certain information that led to 
him checking a social media sit in which the same lady had her picture. I 
was called and went to the area and took evidential photographs and seized 
certain parts of the rubbish. I completed a file which was handed to the 
Borough Council who interviewed the lady and subsequently prosecuted 
her. On March 12th, 2020 the lady Mrs. Le Besque pleaded guilty and was 
fined £670, costs awarded against her of £963.20, a Victim Surcharge of 
£67, totalling £1,700.20, for her to pay. A truly excellent result. I wish to 
thank the resident concerned for his help and assistance within this matter. 
And now sadly on to other news, I am seeking any information in relation 
to several outbuildings being broken into after a set of electric wooden 
gates were forced open. This took place at a house in Basingstoke Road 
Upton Grey, just before leaving the village, between February 29th and 
March 2nd, I am aware that the thieves are likely to have parked or at least 
forced the gates of Upton Grey House. Garden equipment was stolen from 
this crime scene. 
In the same road between February 10th and 14th a shed in the grounds of 
a house was forcibly broken into with what we suspect was a crowbar on 
the lock. Nothing was stolen. I ask if anyone saw anyone or any vehicle at 
this entrance to please give me a call direct, and as always, all calls are 
treated in strictest confidence. 
I am also aware of recent issues concerning speeding vehicles through the 
village, I can assure you that I will endeavour to be out again soon with 
speed enforcement equipment.  
Many thanks for your support as always Andrew REID, Local Beat 
Constable PC 3746, Tel: 01256 389050. Mob: 07768:776844 email: 
andrew.reid@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
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UPTON GREY NEWS 

www.uptongreychurch.co.uk 
www.uptongreyparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
Upton Grey Village Hall :100 Club April Draw 

• First Prize £100 No 23 Mrs. P James  

• Second Prize No 104 Mr. T Stringer 

The 100 Club draw is your UG Village Hall main fundraiser. Please 
support this valuable facility. Subs are £24 pa or £2 per month. Join 
in at any time. Contact Brian Thrussell 01256 862819 or Caroline 
James 01256 862480. 
 
 

TEA@3 APRIL  
Dear Friends,  
In view of the current situation, we have decided it would be unwise to 
hold a tea in April. It is very sad, but we think it is the sensible thing to 
do.   We will let you know about a tea in May in due course - let's see how 
things progress - hopefully the situation will have improved by then! 
If any of you are struggling and need help - please get in touch. 
Barbara 862627      Jill 862131     Viv 862455 
 
 
Upton Grey Bridge Club 
Please note that the Upton Grey Bridge Club meetings are cancelled 
forthwith but the Club hopes to reopen in September. 
If you are interested or need more details, please contact Peter Haynes 
phaynes27@hotmail.co.uk or Tel 862433 
 
 

 
Upton Grey Tennis Committee: Tennis Coaching for Children now 
cancelled  
Unfortunately, the Tennis coaching with Andrew Ridges has had to be 
cancelled due to the current situation around Coronavirus. This was due to 
take place on the week of Tuesday 14th to Friday 17th April inclusive. 
If you require any further information please contact Susannah Livingston 
Booth: M: 07957 401174 or email: slivingstonbooth@gmail.com.  
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However, there are some further dates to note for warmer times: 
Summer Junior Tennis Coaching week is from Monday 3rd - Friday 7th 
August and the Tennis Mix-In Evening is on the 11th June. This is 
organised by The Upton Grey Tennis Committee and is a fun Tennis 
evening.  For ages 16 and over. Time: 6.45pm for 7pm.  Meet at the Upton 
Grey Court.  All abilities welcome.   
 
 
Upton Grey & District Horticultural Society: Spring Show 4th 
April     
Regrettably we have to cancel the Spring Show due to the Coronavirus. 
We are very disappointed to have to cancel this lovely community event, 
but we feel we have no choice. June Hunt, Secretary PS: Save the Date:  
Summer Show, Church Meadow, Upton Grey, Sat 8 August 2020 
 
 
Help with Tombola for Village Summer Flower Show 8th Aug 
This year's Summer Show will take place on Saturday 8th August. 
We need 2 volunteers to join the team and help with the Tombola which 
is a major fun attraction. In particular, we need help with the collection of 
Tombola donations (bottles, cans, etc.) from the village on 2 nights during 
the week prior to the show from: 
• Bidden Road: from Lees Hill to Bidden barn and all the roads off 

Bidden road left and right.   
• Lees Hill: from the Bidden Road as far as the Janaway's Farm and 

all roads off left and right. 
If you can join the team and help with the stick up (sticking raffle tickets 
on Tombola prizes) on the Thursday evening before the show, and selling 
the Tombola tickets on show day, that would also be appreciated. If you 
are able to support this Village event, please contact Mike Mendoza as 
soon as possible so that we know who we have. Contact 07801712251 or 
email: mike@meminternational.com. Thank you. 
 
 
Upton Grey Fete: Garden Stall: Fete 13 June 2020 
We must start early to pot up anything that has been dug up and divided, 
plant up hanging baskets and pots, so that the plants look good on the day.  
If you are thinking of splitting up perennials including Hosta, Phlox etc., 
have any dahlia tubers you no longer want - please think of the plant stall.  
We can do the potting up.  If you have any unusual containers that could 
be planted up, any hanging baskets in reasonable condition that you may 
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not use again, any indoor or outdoor pots/troughs, metal buckets, anything 
garden related  which might be upcycled into something attractive for the 
plant stall, it would be gratefully received.  If you are having a clear 
out/spring clean of the shed and have any unwanted garden tools, garden 
furniture, an old wheelbarrow, please think ‘plant stall’ and don’t throw 
them away.  Anything that could possibly be sold on a ‘garden’ stall 
please let me know so I can arrange collection, or you could just drop on 
my drive. Clock Cottage, Cleves Lane, Tel: 862705 - Debbie Bridle 
(debbie@debbie-bridle.com). We are always very grateful for any 
donations - Thankyou. 

 
 
Attention all Upton Grey golfers! Annual Golf Day: Fri 19th June. 
This year's Golf Day is on Fri 19th June at Basingstoke Golf Club. The 
day is open to all golfers regardless of age, shape, size or ability – whether 
you play regularly or once in a blue moon, there’s a space for you!  It will 
be a relaxed, sociable day together with a pleasant walk in attractive 
Hampshire countryside. Cost is £40 per golfer (£15 for Basingstoke GC 
members) and includes coffee/tea and a bacon roll on arrival before 18 
holes of golf, a single-course lunch, followed by prize-giving. Prizes will 
be awarded for nearest to the pin, the longest drive, the best team and best 
individual performances.  
Meet at 9.30am – first tee booked at 11.00am. Please contact 
davidc@pdcm.pm, 07903 169536 or 01256 862145 to book your place. 
David Cook. 
 
 
Open Air Theatre: ‘She Stoops to Conquer’ on Sunday August 9th      
Upton Grey Drama Group are returning to Upton Grey with their new 
production ‘She Stoops to Conquer’ by Oliver Goldsmith, at 4pm on 
Sunday August 9th in the Flower Show Marquee, Church Meadow, Upton 
Grey. In association with Rain or Shine Theatre Company’. Gates open at 
3pm for picnics and the performance starts at 4pm. Bring your own chairs 
and the Flower Show Marquee will be there in case it rains! 
More details about tickets will be released in future editions. For any other 
information please contact Sarah: sajgray59@yahoo.co.uk 
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Upton Grey Harvest Supper: Sat 26th September 
The Upton Grey Harvest Supper this year is a little earlier than usual, on 
Saturday 26th September, so do please make a note in your diaries, we 
will be serving cottage pie and apple crumble as usual, as well as a raffle 
and pay bar.  Entertainment to be confirmed! 
 
 
Upton Grey Drama Group next production:20th and 21st Nov  
Dates for your diaries! Upton Grey Drama Group are planning their next 
production to be performed on Fri 20th and Sat 21st November. 
This will be in Upton Grey Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. Rehearsals 
start from Sunday 1st November up till the show dates on Friday 20th & 
Saturday 21st November. On weekdays the rehearsals take place in the 
evenings and on most of the weekend dates the rehearsals are in the 
afternoons. There will be a couple of dates in October for the read-
throughs / walk-throughs. So, if you would like to be part of the next 
production either acting or working backstage please contact Sarah Gray 
(Chair of Upton Grey Drama Group) on email: sajgray59@yahoo.co.uk or 
01256 862440 
 
 
Educational Grants available to ALL Upton Grey Residents 
The Upton Grey Educational Trust was formed when the Upton Grey 
School was sold after its closure in the 1980s and half of the proceeds were 
put into the Trust. 
The Trust can use the income from the investment twice yearly “for the 
advancement of education”.  
The Trust meets in June and December each year to consider applications 
for assistance with educational needs, from any age group and with no 
means testing. Since the Trust was set up, it has awarded grants to over 
95 applicants and 16 groups in addition to Long Sutton School.  
For more information on how to apply and terms and conditions, please 
visit www.uptongreychurch.co.uk (under Groups & Organisations) or 
email debbie@debbie-bridle.com.   
This is primarily open to residents of Upton Grey, but consideration may 
also be given to applicants from other parishes within the Benefice – funds 
permitting.  
Applications must be made by the person requiring assistance and not by 
a parent /guardian or other.  
We are very lucky to have this fund and very grateful to the late Ros 
Mills for establishing it.   
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Please submit your application in writing before the end of May 2020 to: 
The Secretary to the Trustees  
UPTON GREY EDUCATIONAL TRUST  
Clock Cottage 
Cleves Lane, Upton Grey 
Basingstoke RG25 2RG 
or via email to: debbie@debbie-bridle.com (requesting a read receipt) – 
please ensure child written application is attached if email sent by parent 
or guardian. (NOTE: that any late applications received after this deadline 
will automatically be carried over to the next meeting). 
 
 
A Talk on Ethiopia given by Geoffrey and Frances Yeowart at St 
Mary’s Upton Grey, February 2020 
We often pray for Christians in foreign lands who risk persecution. You 
may be interested to read about a country where the Christian faith is 
strong and thriving – Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia is a landlocked republic in the Horn of Africa bordered by Sudan, 
Eritrea, Djibouti, Kenya and Somalia. Roughly twice the size of France, 
the landscape is dominated by the dramatically mountainous Ethiopian 
Highlands. With an average altitude of 2,000 metres, the region is bisected 
by the Rift Valley and is the source of the Blue Nile. 
Ethiopia’s population is about 108 million, the 12th largest in the world. 
Roughly 40% of the population is aged 16 or under and roughly 40% still 
also live on or below the poverty line, living on $1 per day. Some 17 
languages are spoken, with Amharic being the most important. English is 
taught in secondary schools. Ethiopians are a handsome race with a strong 
Arab influence – dark skinned with high cheek bones and slim. 
The capital is Addis Ababa at 7,000 feet. Ethiopia is the only country in 
Africa, apart from Liberia, which was not colonised. It’s justly proud of 
this fact. It was occupied by the Italians in 1936 but liberated by the Allies 
in 1941.  Addis Ababa is home to the headquarters of the Organisation of 
African Union. 
The economy is dominated by agriculture which employs 80% of the 
labour force, with coffee being a key export. Coffee drinking is a national 
pastime. The Ethiopian Highlands are fertile and the farming methods 
traditional, little changed since biblical times. We did not see a tractor 
during our whole stay, nor indeed, outside the cities, a private car on the 
roads.  



LOCAL DIRECTORY 
(Please take up advertisers’ references if necessary.  
We must disclaim responsibility) 
 
 
ACCOUNTS 
B20 LIMITED – Chartered Certified Accountants. 
Accounts and Tax Returns preparation and advice.  
Payroll and Book-keeping support for local 
businesses on or off-site  
Call Caroline on 01420 88250 (Alton), mob 07831 
696231   email caroline.scull@b20ltd.co.uk 

BLACK & WHITE CHARTERED CERTIFIED 
ACCOUNTANTS   A complete accountancy service 
for limited companies, individuals and sole traders. 
Accounts, taxation, self-assessment, book-keeping, 
VAT, management accounts, payroll and CIS.          
2-3 Stable Court, Herriard Park, Herriard, RG25 2PL. 
0800 140 4644. www.blackandwhiteaccounting.co.uk 
info@blackandwhiteaccounting.co.uk 
 
ART, FRAMING, GIFTS, JEWELLERY WORKSHOP 
THE FRAME Odiham. We frame almost anything - 
sports medals & shirts, child's art work, keepsakes, 
certificates, posters, paintings, needlework & textiles.  
We’re also a gallery specialising in original pictures 
by local artists, catering for all budgets. Gifts too. 
81 High Street, Odiham.  01256 701082 
theframe@btinternet.com   
www.theframe-gallery.co.uk  
 
KATHERINE JANE 
Gifts for all occasions  
Mon-Sat 9.30 am to 5 pm 
Fountains Mall, High St, Odiham 
01256 703482 
 
JEWELLERY & SILVERSMITHING WORKSHOP 
Bench space for experienced makers, and teaching 
for beginners & intermediates 
Please contact Harriet by text anytime 0780 
1233966 or email hkw@roundobjects.co.uk 
 
BUILDERS, PLASTERING, DECORATORS, 
JOINERY, WINDOW/OUTDOOR CLEANING  
ANSCOMBE & SONS 
Builders & Contractors, Manor Farm Yard,  
Greywell Road, Upton Grey, RG25 2RQ 
01256 862 995   anscombebuilders@btconnect.com 
www.anscombeandsons.co.uk 
 
continued  

Builders, decorators, windows, continued 
A CLAY ROOFING offers the following services at 
the highest standard: roof repairs, new roofs, reroof, 
rubber EPDM roofs, lead work, fascias soffits and 
guttering. Please call Adam on 07827011040 for a 
free quote or email a.clayroofing@gmail.com 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/a.clayroofing 
 
R J COUTTS - General Builder and Plasterer. 
Call for a free no obligation quote. No job too small! 
Tel: 07786543671  
rjcoutts@hotmail.co.uk 

 
GOPHEROWEN SERVICES, External property 
maintenance, serving Odiham area for over 10 years.  
We value our reputation for reliability and quality. 
Window and conservatory cleaning. Internal window 
& conservatory cleaning. We also clean gutters and 
fascias, patios and driveways. We repair gutters, 
patios and sheds.    Call   01256 704611  
sales@gopherowen.com   www.gopherowen.com 
 
 
PETER LINDGREN 
Decorating & General Maintenance 
Mature professional, references available 
Upton Grey 01256 862230     
Mobile 0759 3357 009  
 
CUBITT BUILDERS 
Kolkinnon House, Up Nately RG27 9PD 
01256 766939 / 07721 410148 
hugo@cubitt.biz   www.cubittbuilders.com 
 
 
MICK TOTT CONSTRUCTION 
Joinery and Building Contractors of Greywell.   
7 Down Farm, Alton Road, Odiham RG29 1QX 

01256 703500 info@micktottconstruction.co.uk 
www.micktottconstruction.co.uk         
 
 
 
 
 
ODIHAM JOINERY 
Specialist bespoke joinery, windows, 
doors, staircases, freestanding furniture 
7 Down Farm Odiham Hook RG29 1QX 
Email info@odihamjoinery.co.uk 
01256 703353 www.odihamjoinery.co.uk 
 
continued       
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Builders, decorators, plasterer continued 
OLD & LISTED 
Building renovation, repair and maintenance. 
Tel. 07884168279   
email:  itswellsy@hotmail.com    
 
ANDY TURNER DECORATORS 
01256 861 881 
email: andy@decorate.uk.net 
 
PJH PLASTERING   
All aspects of Plastering, 30+ years’ experience.  Call 
07753588901, info@pjh-plastering.co.uk,  
www.pjh-plastering.co.uk/ 
 
WESTPORT GREY LTD 
Construction - Management - Development 
Bespoke building projects 
for the discerning client 
Tel: 01256 636 511 
www.westportgrey.co.uk 
 
CONSTRUCTION & GROUNDWORK SERVICES 
OWNER-DRIVER DIGGER CONTRACTOR 
Beere and Sons Ltd, 27 Bramblys Close, 
Basingstoke, RG21 8UP  
Email: nick@beereandsons.com    
www.beereandsons.com/digger 
Mobile: 07711 266931 
 
 
 
 
CARPET CLEANING 
HART CARPET CARE, Est. 1975. Professional 
carpet and upholstery care including: cleaning, stain 
protection & anti allergen treatments, and flood and  
water damage recovery.  Contact Tim Marshall on T. 
01252 849920 M. 07803168693 
tim@hartcarpetcare.co.uk, www.hartcarpetcare.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
CATERING, CAKES, EVENT EQUIPMENT HIRE 
CELEBRATIONS CAKES: 
Delicious bespoke cakes for any occasion. Birthdays, 
weddings, hen parties, christenings, anniversaries… 
Finest quality ingredients used with handmade 
decorations. Special dietary requirements can be 
catered for.  Anna@beresandberes.co.uk   
www.beresandberes.co.uk  07872617165 

Catering continued 
 
JANE STOCKDALE   For all catering requirements  
including dinners, lunches, buffets, cocktail parties, 
tea parties, Christening parties, After Service 
gatherings. Individual dishes, cooking for the freezer. 
Specializing in cakes & canapés. 
Please call 01252 723161 or 0777 5696918.    
email: janestockdale01@hotmail.co.uk 
 
PARTY LINE 
Catering equipment hire.  China glasses, linen, cake 
stands, tables, chairs, BBQ.  See website for prices. 
01256 469255   07753 639845  www.partyline.co 
 
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  
BRUSHSTROKES Chimney Sweep.  Wood burning 
stove service and repair specialist.  Chimney 
problems solved. Pots, cowls and bird guards fitted. 
GMCS & HETAS reg. Keith Mitchell, Brush Strokes, 
The Hunny Tree, Seale Lane, Seale, GU10 1 LE.  
O1252 783456   www.masterchimneysweep.co.uk 
 
WILKINS CHIMNEY SWEEP - Established 1895. 
Traditional Brush & Vacuum Service, Nests 
Removed, Cages, Caps & Cowls fitted, Sweeping 
Certificates issued. Professional clean service, Fully 
Insured and Police Checked. T: 01256 830777 
W: www.wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/basingstoke 
 
CLEANING 
CARAT CLEANING SERVICES Ltd. Reliable and 
Quality Service, High Standards. All domestic 
household chores. Ironing service, Carpet cleaning, 
etc.  Fully insured. Call KAMILA on 07833445505 for 
a competitive price. Free quotes. (From £14 p.h.) 
 
 
TIDY TIME SERVICES offers reliable domestic 
cleaning and housekeeping services.  
For quotes please phone Lucy on 07768639762.  
www.tidytimeservices.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.westportgrey.co.uk/


CLOCKS    MJW CLOCKS 
Antique clock repairs, restoration & sales. 
Free local Collection/delivery. 
Contact Mike Webb.    01256 862492 
07734 817741       www.mjwclocks.co.uk 
 
COMPUTER SERVICES, TV repair (see also TV) 
PC DOCTOR   Do you have a sick computer? 
Computers repaired and upgraded, hardware and 
software installed, connection to email and the 
internet. Photograph to CD service.  
Contact Andy Pearce 01256  841204 
email: pc.doctor@freeuk.com 
 
HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION 
Friendly, Professional Support for PC & Apple. 
Health Checks & Virus removal. 
Maintenance & Upgrades. Broadband setup & 
Troubleshooting. Home Tuition for ALL abilities. 
Visit www.myPChomehelp.co.uk 
Call Richard Siers on Bentley (01420) 22844 
 
I.M.C.S.  Onsite PC/Laptop service & support. Virus / 
Spyware removal.  TV, Audio, Video repair & service. 
Digital switchover tuning . Contact  Ian on 
01256 701480.email - imcs@hotmail.co.uk 
 
DENTISTS     
ENVISAGE DENTAL.  
Affordable dentistry, with clear results for the whole 
family. Gentle, reliable and highly qualified to care for 
all your dental needs.  From routine to complex and 
nervous cases. Come and visit us in Basingstoke 
01256 461888 and Alton 01420 84443    
Love your dentist.  
www.envisage-dental.co.uk 
 
GUINEA COURT DENTAL SURGERY 

Exceptional dental care for all the family. We always 
put your needs first. Early morning, late evening and 
Saturday appointments available. We have 
specialists in Dental Implants, Orthodontics and 
Periodontics. Cosmetic dentistry, teeth whitening, 
fillers and Facial Aesthetics.   Call 01256 840141 or 
visit www.guineacourtdental.co.uk 
 
GWYNNE DENTAL. Quality private dentistry 
delivered by 3 highly experienced dentists. 
A family run surgery where all patients have the 
principals’ number for out of hours care. 
Contact: 01256 321945 
jennifer@gwynnedental.co.uk 
www.gwynnedental.co.uk 

ODIHAM DENTAL take great care, pride and time on 
the dental services we offer. We have an experienced 
team who will be happy to help with all your dental 
needs.  We offer flexible appointment times including  
weekends and evening. We also treat baby teeth on 
children for free with parents on our care plan.  
www.odihamdental.co.uk   01256 636472 
 
DRIVING LESSONS 
SPRUCE SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Established local reliable Driving Instructor, 
Lessons from Home, Work or College, 
Pass Plus & Motorway Lessons, 
Adrian Spruce,  01256 381306, 07976967059 
www.spruceschoolofmotoring.com 
 
SILVERLINE SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Local female driving instructor.  Calm, patient and 
reliable. Flexible to fit around work and college 
commitments. Contact:   nicki.lewis@hotmail.co.uk  
01420 561877  or 07717 853658 
 
ELECTRICAL, APPLIANCES 
See also TV  
BRIAN BANE & SON 
Hoover & Hotpoint machines  
Service and repairs 
01252 844779                              
 
KEEN ELECTRICS Electrical Contractors.  
Professional, Domestic and commercial Electrical 
Contractors.  Fully qualified and registered.  
Rochester House, 5 Aldershot Road,  
Fleet, Hants GU51 3NG. 
Tel 01252 614987.  www.keenelectrics.co.uk. 
 
ELECTRICIAN. For all your home electrical needs 
including fault-finding, repairs, new lights & sockets, 
outdoor electrics. Prompt replies, free quotes.  
Steve Rae – 01256 703145 / 07852 655175 
steve@lewisandrae.co.uk   www.lewisandrae.co.uk   
See customer reviews at Checkatrade.com 
 
 
 
FARM SHOP NEWLYNS FARM SHOP, CAFÉ and 
COOKERY SCHOOL. Quality meat from our family 
farm. Traditional free-range chicken, pork, beef & 
lamb, eggs.  Home-produced dry-cured bacon.  
Homemade pies, bread and cakes freshly baked on 
the premises.  Lodge Farm, Hook Rd, North 
Warnborough, betwn N. Warnborough & Junc 5 M3.  
01256 704128   www.newlyns-farmshop.co.uk  

mailto:imcs@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.envisage-dental.co.uk/
http://www.guineacourtdental.co.uk/
http://www.lewisandrae.co.uk/
http://www.newlyns-farmshop.co.uk/


FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIALS  
ALEXANDER & DRY  
Funeral Directors and Memorial Consultants,  
1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7NQ, 
Telephone 01256 844663,  
Serving the Community for over 90 Years,  
 
SPENCER & PEYTON 
Independent, family-run Funeral Directors & 
Monumental Masons. 
Pre-paid funeral plans. 
London Rd, Hook, 01256 761717.  
380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, 01256 323165 
www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk 
 
FURNITURE, JOINERY, DESIGN 
See also under Tiles 
CHIPANDELL JOINERY.  Established 35 years. 
Traditional local craftsmen. Purpose-made 
joinery.  Doors, windows, staircases.  Kitchens & 
bedrooms.  Handmade furniture.  Specialist bespoke 
joinery using European hardwood.  Herriard 01256 
381 183   www.chipandell.co.uk         
 
HUGO EGLESTON FURNITURE,   
Furniture & woodwork designed & made to order.  
Old Farm Yard, Lasham, GU 34 5RY, tel 01256 
381368   www.eglestonfurniture.co.uk    
 
F B DESIGN, CABINET MAKERS  
Studies, Bookcases, Libraries and Home Offices.  
Freestanding and Fitted Furniture. 
Designed and made in Herriard Park 
www.fbdesign.co.uk 
01256 381855 
 
STEPHEN BAILEY FINE FURNITURE.  Designer 
and maker of bespoke wooden furniture based in 
South Warnborough. Phone (01256) 862606 or visit 
www.stephenbailey.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
FURNISHING FABRICS, BLINDS, CURTAINS, 
INTERIORS, SOFAS 
ALTON BLINDS Vertical, Venetian, roller and 
conservatory blinds.   Patio awnings.  Free measuring 
and fitting.  Call David Hall (from South 
Warnborough) for a free quote.   Phone 01256 
862273    www.altonblinds.co.uk 
 

COVER UP DESIGNS offer a full range of interior 
design services. We produce hand-made soft 
furnishings in-house and offer a popular re-upholstery 
service. Our studio has a wide selection of beautiful 
up-to-the-minute fabrics, trimmings and wallpapers. 
The Barn, Hannington Farm, Hannington RG26 5TZ   
01635 297981   www.coverupdesigns.co.uk 
info@coverupdesigns.co.uk 
 

HONEYSUCKLE INTERIORS LTD Professionally 
hand-made soft furnishings including curtains, blinds, 
re-upholstery.  All your interior design requirements.  
Home and gift boutique.  Huge library of fabric & 
wallpaper.  Alterations and fitting service plus lots of 
friendly advice.  Open Tues-Sat 10am to 4pm. 
15 Meon Road, Oakley, Basingstoke RG23 7AL  
01256 780831. www.honeysuckleinterioirs.co.uk 
 
SOFAS & STUFF.  Sofas and beds, handmade in 
Britain, in any fabric in the World. Affordable and with 
a life-time guarantee. Visit our beautiful barn 
showroom, free parking and a fresh cup of coffee at 
The Walled Garden, Herriard Estate, RG25 2PL 
01256 637240   www.sofasandstuff.com 
 
FURNITURE RESTORATION 
BEN NORRIS & CO Ltd   Restorers of Antique 
Furniture. We specialise in all aspects of furniture 
restoration including French Polishing.  Member of 
BAFRA. Free estimates. Now in Basingstoke. 
01256 333124    www.bennorrisandcoltd.co.uk 
colin@bennorrisandco.co.uk   
 
THE CABINET REPAIR SHOP 

Antique restoration, French polishing, cabinet 
making, marquetry and veneering. 
Woodlands Farm, Blacknest, Alton,  
Hants GU34 4QB      01420 23090  
csembling@outlook.com 
 

 

 
 
 
GARAGE SERVICES 
KINGS MOTOR SERVICES  
MOT Test centre. Servicing on all makes of cars. 
Tyres. Air con. Diagnostics.  Parking sensors. 
South Warnborough 01256 862221 
www.kings-motors.co.uk 
enquiries@kings-motors.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.fbdesign.co.uk/
mailto:csembling@outlook.com
http://www.kings-motors.co.uk/


GARDENS, LANDSCAPING, PONDS, FENCES 
see also Tree Work, Logs   
 
DAVE BALL GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Logs & kindling wood. Fencing. 
01256 381631   07796417673 
 
 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER specialising in year-
round care and maintenance. Hedge and rose 
renovation. Design and plant planning. Herbaceous 
borders. Fencing. Contact Jane on 07788613206 
 
G & S PONDSCAPES 
Specialising in the construction, cleaning and 
maintenance of ponds, waterfalls and rockeries. 
Installation and advice for pumps and filtration. 
All aspects of hard landscaping undertaken. 
Call Gary or Sarah for a free no obligation quote: 
01420 475060 or 07866 424798 
 
SAUNDERS LANDSCAPE SERVICES 
All general garden maintenance 
Patios, walls, fencing 
Hard and soft landscaping 
Tel/fax 01256 520163, mob 07831 318097 
 
 
J SMITH & SON   
Regular and one-off visits. 
Lawns, Hedges, turfing, patios, driveways, fencing, 
pergolas, brickwork, garden clearance, gutters, and 
much more. Please phone for a free quotation 
01256 862860 or 07990 576440 
Victoria@jsmithandson.com 
www.jsmithandson.com                   
 
GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICE 
MALCOLM STONEMAN REPAIRS   
Garden Machinery. Sales, Service and Repair.  
North Warnborough.  Open : Monday - Thursday 
8am - 12pm  1pm - 5pm  Tel :  07850 655138 
 
HART GARDEN MACHINERY 
We sell, service and repair all garden 
machinery, makes and models, 
and offer an excellent service with a quick turnaround 
Feel free to ask us about our tool sharpening service. 
Hurst Farm RG27 8SL.   01252 844404 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN URNS, STATUARY.  
JARDINIQUE   Specialists in unusual pieces for 
gardens large and small.  Large selection of 
interesting items, including birdbaths, seats, staddle 
stones, urns, sundials and much more for your 
garden or in the home.  For opening times see our  
website or phone 01420 560055    
www.jardinique.co.uk   Edward or Sarah Neish, Old 
Park Farm, Abbey Rd, Beech, Alton, GU34 4AP   
 
HOLISTIC, BEAUTY, SKIN 
A TOUCH OF BEAUTY- Located within  “The Pod” 5, 
Grebe Close, Alton, GU34 2LR. All Beauty & Holistic 
Treatments, Waxing, Pedicure, Reflexology, Cranial. 
Call Tracy today-07944 331682! 
 
  
 
HEALTH, PHYSIO, PILATES 
PHYSIOTHERAPY Back and neck pain, headaches, 
sports injuries, ante/postnatal advice or posture 
improvement through physiotherapy, Clinical 
Pilates and DMS. Physiotherapy clinic in Upton 
Grey. Annabel Acheson-Gray, Grad Dip Phys 
Addenbrooke’s, P-G Dip Manips, Cert Clinical Pilates 
and DMS. 07525140967 annabelsag@gmail.com 
 
 
SQUARE ONE PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC. Herriard. 
Award-winning private practice offering 
physiotherapy, manual therapy, sports massage 
therapy, shockwave therapy and acupuncture, for 
ALL ages including children and adolescents.   
Affiliated with all private medical insurance 
companies. 01256 541515 www.square-one.uk.com   
info@square-one.uk.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELP   
PHONE JOAN gives you back your spare time by 
doing the jobs you don't like doing - searching for 
reliable trades people, organising odd-jobs and 
household projects, researching best buys and much 
more. We also provide reliable cleaners & ironers for 
regular or one-off spring cleans. Call Joan on 01252 
612033 or visit our website at www.phonejoan.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:annabelsag@gmail.com
http://www.phonejoan.co.uk/


LOCKSMITH 
YOUR LOCAL LOCKSMITH. Members of UK 
Locksmiths Assoc. Fully insured, CRB checked. Free 
Quotes. No Call-Out Charge. A family run service for 
all your locksmith needs. Our rates are very 
competitive with no hidden charges.  Fast Efficient 
Professional & Friendly Service. 01256 464778 / 
0755 7343 492    m-wallace@outlook.com   
www.locksmithinbasingstoke.com  
 
 
MARQUEES AND TENTS 
JOHN M CARTER LTD 
Established over 150 years 
Hirers of Traditional and Frame Marquees 
Makers of PVC and Canvas Covers 
Calor Gas Dealer and Delivery 
01256 324434 
www.johnmcarterltd.co.uk 
 
MOBILITY EQUIPMENT /DAILY LIVING AIDS 
OUT & ABOUT - your local supplier of Stairlifts, 
Riser-Recliners, Powerchairs, Wheelchairs, Scooters, 
Bathing Equipment and Daily Living Aids. We also 
hire, service and repair your equipment. Visit our 
showroom at 25 Southview Rise, Alton or call 01420 
549481. Free home assessments by arrangement. 
www.outandabout-uk.com. We’ll help you find all you 
need to live life to the full! 
 

NURSERY SCHOOL, CHILDMINDING   
LITTLE CRICKETS NURSERY SCHOOL 
in the Sports Pavilion at Herriard Green. Rated 
‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted 2017. The school is for 
children aged 2-5yrs and is run by a team of 
experienced staff. We welcome visitors  
so please call Nicky on 01256 384114,or visit our 
website  www.littlecricketsherriard.co.uk.  
     
Alison Fontaine OFSTED Outstanding Registered 
CHILDMINDER South Warnborough  
Tel:01256 862116 Mobile: 0771 227 0922  
Email: AlisonFontaine303@gmail.com 
 
PEST CONTROL  
BROWNING PEST SERVICES LTD 
Mammals, insects and birds. One-off treatments and 
annual contracts.  BPCA trained and insured 
Most treatments guaranteed including rodents, 
wasps, squirrels and moles              
No Sun or bank holiday surcharges 
01256 686238   Mobile: 07585 896229  
 

PCS – For all your pest control needs.   Wasps, bees, 
hornets, mice, rats, moles, fleas, bed bugs, 
cockroaches and much more!  Fast reliable 
professional service. Fully insured.  Members of the 
BPCA Same day service, no call out charge.  Call 
now on 01256 389124 or email pcs1@live.co.uk 
 
 
COUNTY MOLECATCHER 
Traditional mole control - no gas or poison. 
Commercial and Domestic 
For more information please visit 
www.countymolecatcher.co.uk 
Call: 07894 046263 or email: 
judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk 

PIANOS   
BEN WHEELER PIANOS LTD 
Piano sales: new and used. Piano tuning & repair, 
piano removals, piano stools and accessories. 
www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk   01256 477198 
 
PLUMBING 
S.R. HALL Ltd  
Gas-Safe registered Plumbing & Heating Engineers  
All aspects of plumbing works undertaken  
01256 765535, email: srhallltd@btconnect.com 
 
SAS PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD  (Steve 
Sullivan) All aspects of plumbing and heating 
Specialising in design and installation of luxury 
bathrooms. Power showers. Water softeners 
Gas and oil heating systems. Boiler and cylinder 
changes 01256 478920 or e-mail 
karenjsullivan7@gmail.com 

 
STEVEN LAWRENCE Plumbing Services Ltd 
Installation, repair & maintenance of boilers, central 
heating, radiators, taps, showers, toilets. Burst pipes 
& leaks, blockages.   Gas Safe registered (179698).   
Tel 01252 622349, mobile 07957 306 202 
email: plumbing.services14@gmail.com 
 
DAVID F ROBERTS Plumbing and Heating Engineer 
Fully qualified, reliable and professional, with over 50 
years’ experience. Services include: New heating 
systems, hot water systems, upgrades, new 
bathrooms, welding, landlords certificates, leadwork. 
Gas safe registered (542535) 
Tel 01256 704411 and 07917 529065 
Email davidfroberts@outlook.com 
 
 
 

http://www.countymolecatcher.co.uk/
mailto:judd@countymolecatcher.co.uk
http://www.benwheelerpianos.co.uk/


PRINTERS 
PRINT DIRECTIONS  
Complete design, print, web based services under 
one roof.  Never Despair Studios, Unit 2, Alton Road 
South Warnborough, Hampshire, RG29 1RT    
Tel:  01256 863000   Fax: 01256 863001 
info@printdirections.co.uk   www.printdirections.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
PREMISES TO RENT    
HERRIARD ESTATE Offices, workshops and stores 
available; occasional cottages and paddocks. 
Herriard Estate Office: 01256 381275.  
www.herriardpark.com 
 
 
SECRETARIAL, SERVICED OFFICES 
OLD BANK HOUSE, ODIHAM 
For friendly and efficient Faxing     
Copying, Binding, Word processing 
Business address & serviced office accommodation 
contact Old Bank House, 59 High Street, Odiham. 
01256 704500, fax 01256 704717 
email: fridaystreet@oldbankhouse.co.uk 
 
SECURITY ALARMS  
SECURITY SERVICES Your local SSAIB approved 
installer with over 20 years’ experience in the alarm 
industry. All installations comply with current industry 
standards and can be either audible or monitored. 
Existing systems maintained based on site visit.  We 
offer 24 hour cover & keyholding service. For info or 
free quote call Robert Jenkins 01252 844318 or 
07721428782 www.securityserviceshants.co.uk 

 
TAILORING & GARMENT ALTERATIONS 
ELITE STITCH, Ladies and Gents garment 
alterations and tailoring service. Suits, Wedding 
outfits. Restyling and repairs. 1hr same day service. 
Curtains and soft furnishings. Leather and PVC 
repairs. 5 Star Express Gold service 20% off until 
1/5/20.  www.elitestitch.co.uk 
12 Upper Church Lane, Farnham, GU9 7WP 
elitestitch12@gmail.com 01252 444640 
 
TILES    PICCOLPASSO   Handmade tiles & pottery 
Caroline Egleston, Old Farm Yard 
Lasham, nr Alton.   01256 381133 
www.piccolpasso.com 
 
 

TRANSPORT   L.HUNT & SONS LTD 
General haulage, workshop, warehouse, groupage, 
low loaders, HIABS, 
Reynard House, Weston Road, 
Upton Grey, RG25 2RJ 
01256 862 702.   Fax 01256 862190 
www.huntsofbasingstoke.com 
 
TREE WORK, LOGS 
See also under Gardens 
 

ALAN DUCE for logs   
Phone 01256 862748 or 07508 056025 
 

M&S TREES, Tree Care Specialists 
Catering for all aspects of tree care. 
01252 405669   mikeandsteve@mandstrees.co.uk 
www.mandstrees.co.uk                     
 
TREE SURGERY, TPO and Conservation Area 
applications, hedge cutting, stump removal. BBSH 
(Warwick Hawes) 01256 381259. Mob 07990 804692 
 
TV & SOUND REPAIRS, AERIAL & SATELLITE  
HILLARY SERVICES Sound & Vision Repairs 
in your home to minimise delay & disruption. We 
service TVs, Hi-Fi systems, CCTV cameras & 
monitors, microwave ovens. We install Freesat HD, 
Also extra TV or phone points. Members of HCC 
Trading Standards ‘Buy with Confidence’ Scheme.    
Tel 01489 891 991     mob  07971 590 526 
 
HORIZON SOUND & VISION Aerial installation for 
Freeview. Freesat, European TV, Sky , Extra TV/sky 
points for magic eye & HD on multiple TVs.  Phone & 
Ethernet points. TV wall installation.  Free survey. 
System planning.  Hidden cabling. Tuning & Smart 
TV Set up. Cable tidying.  Weak/Low & Wifi Signal 
Improvement. CCTV Installations.  Audio Systems 
including Sonos.  Trading Standards approved.  
01256 841860   www.horizonsatellites.co.uk  
 
TUTORS  
BASING TUTORS   Local Tutors for Local People 
One-to-One Tuition. Friendly, personal approach, 
professional tutors. Full diagnostic assessment with 
no further obligation. Initial consultation free of 
charge.  01256 470948 
email: admin@basingtutors.com 
www.basingtutors.com 
 
 
Continued 
 

mailto:fridaystreet@oldbankhouse.co.uk
http://www.piccolpasso.com/
mailto:admin@basingtutors.com
http://www.basingtutors.com/


Tutors continued 
FRENCH TUITION is available in your area from a 
French native speaker. From grammar to 
conversation, all levels are catered for with learning 
tailored to the individual’s needs.  Lessons can be 
organised for groups or individuals in your own home.  
Call Nadia 01256 930129 - 07775 500382 
 
 

 
 
WATER SOFTENING 
AMS MAYFAIR. Fed up with scale in showers & 
kettles or the taste of your tap water? A family 
business based in Hook, we manufacture / supply 
affordable water softeners and water filters including 
the latest block salt versions. We also undertake 
water softener servicing and repairs, no call out 
charge. For more info call 01256 768171, mob 
07836247694 or visit  www.amswater.co.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBSITES 
WEB DIRECTIONS Websites for all budgets from 
£55.00  Never Despair Studios, Unit 2, Alton Road, 
South Warnborough, Hampshire RG29 1RT  Tel 
01256 863050 info@webdirections.co.uk  
www.webdirections.co.uk.  
 
Please encourage reliable local tradesmen or 
service providers to advertise in the magazine. 
Can you recommend a tradesman or local 
service? 
If so, please contact Susie Vereker at 
uptongreymagazine@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Xtra, Xtra! 
UPTON GREY SHOP & PO 
need you!   Use it or lose it. 
Great variety of fresh goods, dry cleaning, 
Laundry and other services. 
Open late, open early.   Sunday too. 
 
Post Office 1.30 – 3.30 pm 
Tues and Thurs 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:uptongreymagazine@gmail.com
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Ethiopia has an ancient history and is almost certainly where modern 
human beings evolved.  The hominid skeleton found in the Rift Valley - 
better known as Lucy - is thought to be 3.5 million years old.  
Up to 1974 Ethiopia was an empire with a feudal system of government. 
The empire had its roots in the Axumite Empire.  The empire reached its 
peak between the 1st and 7th centuries AD, stretching from Sudan in the 
west across the Red Sea to Yemen and beyond. It traded as far afield as 
Europe and India.   
In 1974 a Marxist inspired military regime – known as the Derg – seized 
control of the country and murdered the last emperor, Haille Selassie. The 
Derg held power until 1991. It was so ruthless, cruel and unpopular that 
opposition groups in Eritrea and the north rebelled, starting an armed 
conflict.  A major famine also occurred in 1985, exacerbated by the war 
and leading to Bob Geldof’s Live Aid. The Derg finally collapsed after the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, when support from Russia and Cuba fell away. 
Eritrea became independent. 
Since 1991 Ethiopia has moved towards a more democratic system and 
now has one of the fastest growing economies in the world.  Prime Minster 
Abiy Ahmed was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2019 but the land 
border with Eritrea is still closed. 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam have strong historical roots. Roughly 44% 
belong to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, while 19% are catholic or 
protestant and 34% are Muslim. The orthodox church dominates in the 
north and west.  
Christianity was brought to Ethiopia in the 4th century in the unlikely form 
of 2 shipwrecked boys from Syria. The boys were found under a tree 
quietly reading their lessons. They were taken into the Emperor’s court 
and grew up to become trusted advisers, converting the Emperor to 
Christianity. One of them, Frumentios, became the first Archbishop of 
Ethiopia. 
The orthodox church has historical links with the Christian community in 
Egypt, but Ethiopian Orthodoxy has developed differently from Coptic 
Christianity. The bible is written in Geez, the language of the Axumite 
empire, and has 16 more chapters than our own bible.  
The orthodox religion is a unique mix of Christian fundamentals with 
Judaic influences: both the Christian sabbath of Sunday and the Jewish 
sabbath of Saturday are recognised; fasting days and religious dancing are 
included; and male circumcision is practised. Ethiopia never replaced the 
Julian calendar with the revised Gregorian calendar, as did the West in 
1582. So, we are all 7 years and 8 months younger in Ethiopia! 
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Most intriguing, there is a deep mystery at the heart of the orthodox 
religion relating to the Ark of the Covenant. Ethiopians are convinced that 
the original Ark was brought to Ethiopia in the first millennium BC and 
now rests at Axum in the Maryam Tsion Church. Only the official 
guardian is permitted to see it.   
Each church has a tabot kept in its Holy of Holies. This is a replica of one 
of the Tablets of the Law placed in the Ark by Moses. The tabot is only 
removed on important religious days. While in Axum we were fortunate 
to see the tabot procession and special celebration of TimKat, the 
Ethiopian Epiphany. 
The story of how the Ark came to Axum is a colourful one. According to 
legend, when the Queen of Sheba visited King Solomon, an intimate 
relationship developed between them. On her return home the Queen gave 
birth to a son – Menelik. At the age of 22, Menelik visited his father in 
Jerusalem and stayed with him for 3 years. Despite being Solomon’s eldest 
son, he decided to return to Ethiopia. 
Solomon permitted him to go but decreed that he be accompanied by the 
eldest sons of his high commissioners drawn from the 12 tribes of Israel – 
about 1,000 young men. One of these was Azariah, the eldest son of the 
High Priest. He was told in a dream that he should take with him the Ark 
of the Covenant and did so. On Menelik’s return to Ethiopia, his Mother 
abdicated in his favour and he founded the Solomonic dynasty which 
continued almost unbroken until 1974. 
This might seem a touch far-fetched but, on the other hand, is it purely 
coincidental that the orthodox religion has strong Judaic characteristics 
and that a substantial community of Ethiopian Jews - the Beta Israel - 
existed up to 1985 (when they were airlifted to Israel during the famine)?   
One of the glories of the Ethiopian Orthodox religion are the rock hewn 
churches, particularly in the province of Tigray, the birthplace of 
Ethiopian Christianity. The earliest are thought to date from the 8th century 
and typically, are well concealed in the mountains, often on the summit.  
The Debra Tsion, for instance, takes over an hour of fairly arduous 
climbing to reach. There are several different types and styles of church; 
some have been carved out of natural caves while others have been 
excavated top-down out of solid rock. 
The underground churches at Lalibela, perched at over 8,000 feet in a 
landscape of wild craggy peaks, rank amongst the Wonders of the World. 
They are different to most of the other churches as cut in one piece from 
the solid rock and often connected by tunnels. The northern cluster 
includes Bet Medhane Alem (House of the Saviour of the World); reputed 
to be the largest rock hewn monolith in the world, it is modelled on King 
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Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem. King Lalibela’s concept was apparently 
to create a new Jerusalem, after the fall of Jerusalem in 1187 to Saladin. 
A low, pitch-black tunnel leads to a trio of other churches. Emerging from 
the tunnel into the bright light is meant to give the impression of ascending 
into heaven. It is a popular shrine for pilgrims.  
The southern cluster includes Bet Giyorgis which is dedicated to St 
George. It’s often shown in photographs with its iconic cross carved into 
the structure of the rock roof. Like many rock hewn churches, the interior 
is sparsely furnished but atmospheric. 
Ethiopian churches have been decorated with wall paintings ever since the 
introduction of Christianity in the 4th century. The painting is distinctive: 
highly stylised with bright colours, depicting the life of Christ and scenes 
from the Ethiopian bible including the miracles of St Mary and those of 
Ethiopia’s own saints. The scenes are very pictorial and the tradition 
continues in the modern new churches of today. 
Ethiopia is unlike any other country that we have visited. Christianity is 
deeply embedded in the national character of the people whom we met. 
We were told that, when the Anglican and Catholic clerics and American 
evangelists expelled by the Derg were able to return to Ethiopia, they 
expected to find that their churches had dwindled or even ceased to exist. 
Not only did they find the churches still there but thriving like never 
before. The congregations had taken power into their own hands! 
 
 

HERRIARD AND WINSLADE NEWS 
www.herriard-pc.gov.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/herriardexservicesclub 
Herriard Village group on http://www.Facebook.com 

 
Herriard Parish Council 
Annual Open Meeting on Monday 11th May. 
Join us for drinks at the Royal British Legion in Herriard at 7.00pm prior 
to the Council Meeting at 7.30pm. Find out what your Parish Councillors 
are doing to improve our community. 
There will be an open forum at which you can raise concerns or make 
suggestions.  
If you require transport to attend contact 01256 381448 to arrange a lift. 
We look forward to seeing you. Please note this event may be postponed 
as the Hall is closed. 
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Herriard with Lasham & Bentworth WI report for March 2020  
Our talk this month was entitled 'Tales from the Green Room', by Mr Alan 
Grace, who was head of Sport on London Radio before retirement.  
The expression ' Green Room' comes from far back in history when the 
Greek actors and speakers would head outside to relax in the fresh air and 
green spaces. They would rehearse and relax here before going on stage 
to perform.  
Fast forward to the magnificent theatres we have now and Mr Grace 
regaled us with stories of the ghosts who inhabit these places, often 
helping out nervous actors who would feel hands on their shoulders, 
guiding them onto the stage. Examples are: - 
A grey man who lives in Drury lane theatre, and at another, Joe Grimaldi, 
the first famous clown, appeared to a nervous girl who was auditioning for 
a role in Miss Saigon, and with his encouragement went on to win a lead 
role.  
Mr Grace who has interviewed many famous sports personalities and other 
celebrities during his career kept us entertained with anecdotes from some 
of his favourite guests and a few surprising facts. Did you know that 
Richard Burton was such an amazing Rugby player that he had to make a 
career choice between Rugby and acting? This was the studio rather than 
Mr Burton who thought he could happily do both! Likewise, the fabulous 
Gareth Edwards who during a programme on reflection of life, said he 
would rather go fishing any day than play Rugby!  
How about Mr Bob Monkhouse apparently well known for being a hoarder 
of tinned food among other things, eventually cured by having to choose 
between the hoarding or his wife. You have to laugh, but really quite a 
serious issue to deal with and luckily, he chose his wife. Ken Dodd talked 
a lot (no surprise there) and Jean Marsh who acted and wrote 
Upstairs/Downstairs but was absolutely no good at casting actors in roles.  
After so many interesting tales Mr & Mrs Grace were thanked and joined 
us for tea and biscuits.  
Please note that there will be no further meetings until June 2020 at 
the earliest. Further details when available will be available in the 
Parish Magazine or from the Organisers.  
Diane Knight  
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Herriard Gardening Club News  
While we have been enjoying a break from outdoor garden tasks, we have 
been busy growing seeds of ideas into fully formed plans for HGC events 
for the rest of the year......so watch this space. 
Unfortunately, The Quiz Night with Fish and Chip Supper that was due 
to take place on Friday 15th May at 6.45 pm for 7.00pm start, at the Royal 
British Legion Hall, Herriard has now been cancelled. 
We also have plans for the Herriard Fete on Sunday 7th June. Details 
will follow but if you are dividing or propagating plants or if you have any 
unwanted gardening gifts, please think of us as we will be having a stall. 
Please check next month’s magazine for updated information due to 
the Coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Recipe of the month: Spiced Parsnip Soup 
55g butter 
680g parsnips 
1 onion 
1 stick celery 
1 clove garlic 
1-2 teaspoon curry powder 
1Half teaspoon cinnamon 
Half teaspoon cumin 
1200ml chicken or vegetable stock Salt and pepper to taste 
140ml single cream 
Melt butter in pan and sweat chopped onions, garlic, celery and parsnips. 
Add the spices, stir well and cook for 3 mins. Add stock and simmer for 
approx. 30 mins. Adjust seasoning. Cool slightly then liquidise. Add 
cream prior to serving. Serves 8 
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OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS 
 
North Hampshire Downs Mothers’ Union 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our meeting on Tuesday evening when 
we were due to hear about the work done at Winchester Prison to support 
prisoners and their families.  Sadly, we have also had to close our 
Sunflower Café for those with dementia and their carers, who are likely to 
find isolation at home particularly trying.  Please do pray for them other 
the next few months.  Our Child Contact Centres in Basingstoke have not 
yet had to close, but I expect that they will have to do that in the near 
future. 
If you want to find out more about our organisation, please contact me on 
01252 845011. Sue Murphy, Branch Leader 
 
 
North Warnborough & District Garden Club: April 23rd 
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday 23rd April in the North 
Warnborough Village Hall at 2:10 pm for a 2:30 pm start. We are 
delighted to be welcoming back Marina Christopher as our Speaker whose 
talk, on this occasion, is called “Fancy Carrots”. 
The competitions will be: 
1. Three Specimen Tulips. 
2. Anything in Flower in a Jug. 
Visitors are very welcome to join us. We are a friendly Club whose 
members share an enthusiasm for gardens and gardening. During the 
growing season, we always have a plant stall starting at 2:10 pm. 
For further information, please telephone 01252 843848 
Please note: In view of the Coronavirus Pandemic, all Members will 
be contacted through the normal channels if the April Meeting is 
cancelled. 
 
 
Musical Concerts at All Saints Church, Odiham 19th and 25th April  
Please note that the two concerts, Haydn’s Creation Mass and The 
Kuessner Family in Concert, due to be held at All Saints in Odiham on the 
above dates have been cancelled. For further information please log on to 
the website www.jubileechoir.com 
 
 
 
 



17 

Hook Choral Society Spring Concert  
Unfortunately, the Society’s Spring concert has been cancelled but the 
team hope to reorganise it in due course. Further details will follow when 
they are available.  www.hookchoralsociety.org.uk  
  
 
Cardiac Rehab: Race Night 24th April/Spring Charity Lecture 20th 
May/ Closure of the Cardiac Rehab Centre for Exercise 
Please note that the Race Night and Spring Lecture have now both been 
postponed. The Team are hopeful that it will not be for too long, so watch 
this space for future details.  
The Team have also taken the decision to close the Cardiac Rehab Centre 
for all exercise sessions and classes with effect from the 18th March until 
further notice.  
More info/updates on the website www.cardoac-rehab.co.uk 
 
  
Alton Abbey Open Days 
Alton Abbey will be holding their annual OPEN DAYS on Saturday & 
Sunday April 25th & April 26th from 12 noon to 5pm. There will be a 
demonstration of Letter Cutting, and recitals at 3pm on both days: Organ 
on Saturday and Piano on Sunday. For sale will be Beautiful Stationery, 
Second-hand books, Hadeel Fair Trade goods from Palestinian, and some 
Bric a Brac.  
Admission: £3     Tea and Cake: £3 
In aid of Friends of Alton Abbey (Registered Charity No 284876), 
who are fund-raising to improve the access to the church for the disabled. 
Alton Abbey, Beech, Alton, GU34 4AP 
friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com 
Please note: These events have not yet been formally cancelled and 
may be open for the gardens only. Please check with the Organisers 
beforehand.  
 
 
All Shook Up: Thursday 16th - Saturday 18th April 
This event has now been cancelled. For further information please contact 
the organisers on www.batsnextgen.co.uk or on facebook.com/BATSNG.  
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Winchfield Festival Postponed: Update from the Organisers 
It is with great regret that we have decided to postpone the 2020 
Winchfield Festival because of the risks posed by the Coronavirus 
pandemic. We are very sorry for the disruption that this will cause to all 
our suppliers, performers and audience members. 
All the tickets that have been bought will be fully refunded and you should 
receive a reimbursement within the next few days. 
Nobody yet knows how long it will be before we can safely resume our 
normal lives, but our current plan is to postpone the Festival by a year and 
provisionally hold it from 19th to 26th June 2021, using as much of the 
2020 programme as possible. 
Depending on the progress of the virus and subject to Government 
guidance, we may be able to stage one or two concerts later this year.  We 
will endeavour to do this so that the 2020 season is not entirely lost.  
We are all very sorry to bring you this disappointing news, but trust you 
understand our decision in the circumstances, and we look forward to 
resuming normal service as soon as it is safe to do so. 
Many thanks for your patience and continuing support.   
Tristram Cary, Chairman, Winchfield Festival 
For more information please contact Pam Whittle:  
info@winchfieldfestival.org  
 
 
National Garden Scheme – Hampshire 
After the storms will come the sun, eventually! Now that we begin to say 
good-bye to the snowdrops, it is great to see the daffodils, wild primroses, 
camellia, hellebore and the forsythia bursting through.  Spring is surely 
around the corner. 
In the next magazine I will be able to tell you how much the NGS will be 
donating to our beneficiaries, in 2020.  It is you - our garden visitors - 
who help us raise such fantastic amounts. 
Here are details of couple of gardens, open in April, within 15 miles of 
Upton Grey, which you might like to visit. 
In light of the current situation, we suggest that before you set out on 
a visit, you check the website ngs.org.uk under Plan a visit and click 
on cancelled gardens  
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BLUEBELL WOOD:  Bavins, New Odiham Road, Alton GU34 5SX 
Opening Friday & Saturday 24th 25th April 11am to 4pm:  Admission 
£5.00 children free:  Light refreshments: 
Unique 100-acre ancient bluebell woodland. If you are a keen walker you 
will have much to explore on the long meandering paths and rides dotted 
with secluded seats. Those who enjoy a more leisurely pace will 
experience the perfume of the carpet of blue, listen to the birdsong and 
watch the contrasting light through the trees nearer to the entrance of the 
woods. 
BRAMDEAN HOUSE:    Alresford, SO24 0JU 
Open Sunday 5th April 2pm to 4pm:   Admission £5.00 children free:   
Home-made teas:   
Beautiful 5-acre garden best known for its mirror image herbaceous 
borders. Also carpets of spring bulbs, and a large and unusual collection 
of plants and shrubs giving year-round interest. 1 acre walled garden 
featuring prize-winning vegetables, fruit and flowers. Small arboretum. 
Plus, a wildflower meadow and a boxwood castle. 
Hopefully one of these gardens might interest you, otherwise you can find 
more gardens on ngs.org.uk  pat.beagley@ngs.org.uk 
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SMALL ADS FOR APRIL 

 
Tailoring & Garment Alterations. ELITE STITCH, Ladies and Gents 
garment alterations and tailoring service. Suits, Wedding outfits. Restyling 
and repairs. 1hr same day service. Curtains and soft furnishings. Leather 
and PVC repairs. 5 Star Express Gold service 20% off until 1/5/20.  
www.elitestitch.co.uk 12 Upper Church Lane, Farnham, GU9 7WP    
elitestitch12@gmail.com 01252 444640 
 
One bed Apartment for Sale. At Lady Susan Court in Basingstoke, 
designed for over 70s wishing to live independently with access to care 
package and meals. Viewing highly recommended. Contact Gill 01256 
381448 or email hill3gill@gmail.com 

 
 

HALLS FOR HIRE 
 

Upton Grey Village Hall for hire from £8.50 per hour. Functions, 
meetings, parties, private and commercial. Full kitchen facilities, central 
heating and sound system, chairs, tables, crockery and cutlery available. 
Contact Elaine Lewington on 01256 862894.   
 
 

The Royal British Legion Hall, Herriard available for hire: wedding 
receptions, functions, parties, meetings, and events. Fully licensed bar, full 
kitchen facilities, garden, tables and chairs, sound system, disabled access, 
central heating, pool table and darts. The new keyholder is Betty Ball on 
01256 381487. Email is betball39@gmail.com and 
herriardrblhall@gmail.com. 
 
Disclaimer: Please note that the views expressed in this magazine are the 
contributors’ personal opinions and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editors. 
 



 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – April 2020 
Please note all events are subject to cancellation following Government advice re the 
outbreak of Coronavirus, please check with the Organisers if attending a specific event. 
 
Advance Dates 
11th  May Mon  Herriard Parish Council Open Meeting, RBLH, Herriard 7.00pm 
15th  May Fri Herriard Gardening Club: Quiz and Fish and Chip Supper 7.00pm 
7th    Jun    Sun      Herriard Village Fete, Herriard Green 
11th   Jun    Thu Tennis Mix-In Evening, UG                                                                      6.45pm 
13th   Jun Sat Upton Grey Fete 
19th  Jun Fri Annual UG Golf Day 9.30am 
11th   Jul Sat Live music incl Toyah, T’Pau, Altered Images www.lowdefest.com 
3-7th Aug  Summer Junior Tennis Coaching, UG 
8th  Aug Sat UG Summer Horticultural Show  
8th    Aug   Sat       Dinner Dance, Church Meadow, UG              7.30pm 
9th    Aug   Sun     ‘She Stoops to Conquer’ Church Meadow       4.00pm 
26th  Sep Sat UG Harvest Supper  
14th Oct Wed    Herriard Harvest Supper RBLH 7pm 
31st Oct Sat Upton Grey Autumn Festival  
20-21Nov Fri UG Drama Group Production, UG Village Hall 7.30pm 
 

 
Deadline: The copy deadline is 15th April for the May issue.  Please email your news and 
contributions to uptongreymagazine@gmail.com. May’s editor is David Shearer. 



DECEMBER 2011

OPENING TIMES
Monday - Friday: 7am - 7pm

Saturday: 7am - 6pm
Sunday: 8am - 1pm

Tel: 01256 862326 (Shop), 01256 862826 (Post Office)01256 861454

Tuesday: 1.30pm - 3.30pm 
Thursday: 1.30pm - 3.30pm

SPECIAL SERVICES

Personal Banking 
Pre-order Foreign Currency 

Travel Insurance 
Pensions and Benefits Payments

Special Deliveries
Home, Car and Pet Insurance

Savings Products
Telephone Bill Payments
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